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and yet when you get direct evidence like the
opal, and the girl in green, what can you think?''

"I know. Undoubtedly there is something in
it. I've noticed it so often myself."

" I didn't know you felt superstitious."

She sat there very quietly, hardly moving, and
she said: " I was sure of it years ago, when I was
a very small child. It was one Christmas. We
had had our Christmas dinner at home, and we
had gone out of the dining-rooin into the drawing-
room, just the three of us, my father, my mother,
and myself. I remember sitting there with the
dessert that we had brought in from the other
room, and suddenly, whilst we were talking, there
was a terrible noise, just as though something had
fallen with a crash in the other room/*

She stopped for a moment. It seemed that the
silence made the whole story more impressive.

"Well?" he said.

" We got up, and rushed back into the dining-
room, my mother a little ahead. In the doorway
she swayed, I remember so well seeing her. She
had seen what it was. I stared under her arms at
it, because I was so little, I was hardly tall enough
to see. On the further wall there were two por-
traits, one of her, and one of my father, hanging.
His picture had fallen down. I didn't know what
it meant or anything about it, only that she was
very frightened. We got her back into the draw-
ing-room and she said: " Oh dear, it means death!
1 know it means death."

** But your father was a very old man when he
died?"

" Yes, he was!   A very old man.   It was worse